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CHENNAMMA 
OF KELADI 


There was great consternation in the court of Keladi, when the king 
married a commoner. 


But Chennamma, the merchant's daughter, proved to be a born queen. 
She became an expert rider and archer. She also took great interest in 
the governing of the kingdom. When a scheming minister poisoned 
and killed the king, Chennamma was forced to take over as ruler. 


Before she could calm the troubled kingdom, Keladi came under attack 
from the powerful armies of Bijapur. Undaunted, Chennamma sold her 
jewellery to finance the battle. Then she marched out to meet the 
invaders, at the head of her army. 
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~ СНЕММАММ 


A OF KELADI 


THE YEAR WAS 7665. SOMASHEKHARA NAYAK, KING OF KELADI*, WAS AT THE RAMESHWAR FAIR. | 


/7 WAS THERE THAT HE SAW HER. 


NEEDS AN HEIR. 15 IT NOT TIME KINGS OF SWAD) AND BEELAG! 
TOOK A WIFE? ау 

чоц А МЕ Ga: 
PECA 


WY MAHARAJ, THE KINGDOM OF KELADI К IN РАСТ, THE NEIGHBOURING 
f, < 


AN ALLIANCE WITH THESE / | Д 
POWERFUL CHIEFS WOULD --. МАМА 
DEFINITELY BENEFIT BOTH 2 = (ee i. то 
5N ВЕ LEFT ALONE 
NOw. 


үл THANK “OU FOR ЧОЦР 


АМАК СНПКА КАТНА 


— 


ALL BUT ONE OF THE MINISTERS WALKED OUT. 


VEERANNA, MY OLD AND 
TRUSTED FRIEND, 400 
STAY ОМ. WHAT IS THE 


EXPERIENCED 
AS 1 RM 
KNOW WHAT 


ЧОЧ SHALL HAVE 
THE BRIDE ЧОП 
DESIRE. _ 


- a — 
BIDANUR, DECORATED WITH FLOWERS AND LAMPS, PLUNGED JOYFULLY INTO THE CELEBRATION ОҒ 


A MUCH-AWAITED DAY. 


LONG LIVE W pi N fE 
ри. ИА ч 
ү д / 


Илге 
|! ee 16 


[И 
“Т 


LONG LIVE HIS 
4OUNG BRIDE! 


[FOILED! ALL МЧ PLANS 
| ARE FOILED! NOW THERE 
WILL BE CHILDREN 

| WHICH MEANS THERE 


| THE THRONE- 


TAKING PROMINENT PART IN THE WEDDING WAS THE MAN THE KING HELD AS HIS DEAREST 
FRIEND — BHBRAMA MAHUTA, THE POWERFUL CHIEF OF THE ELEPHANT FORCE: 


THE NEXT MOMENT— -----. 
-/ ААН 


$ 


I WAS GATHERING SUPPORT ТО 
SEIZE POWER. NOW THIS ROYAL 
А WEDDING WILL MAKE THE 
WRETCHED KING POPULAR 


/CHENNA, WHAT 


СНЕММАММА OF KELADI 


- CHANGED FOR A SPLIT SECOND. 


— 
CHENNAMMA GAZED FOR A MOMENT INTO THE 
NOW SMILING COUNTENANCE OF ВНАКЯМА-:- 


` 


SHE IS TREMBLING: 
WHAT 15 IT, 
СНЕМНА? 


/ HIGHNESS, SHELL 
BE ALL RIGHT. 1 THIN 
THE EXCITEMENT 

HAS BEEN TOO MUCH 


FOR НЕР. 


СНЕММАММА ОЕ КЕГАО! 


YEARS PASSED. [#7 He. 


WHERE SHALL 
1 PUT THESE, 


BECOME QUITE OLD, HASNT 
ІТ, THIS UTTLE CRADLE? 


он, "5 чоц! 


TAKE THIS HOME FOR 
YOUR NEW-BORN SON. 


НА CHENNA 16 NOW 1 
READY TO BECOME THE 

MOTHER OF THE НЕІР ТО 
KELADI’S THRONE- 


АМАК СНПКА КАТНА CHENNAMMA OF KELADI 
ГачагамА WAS LOST IN HIS OWN If А FEW MINUTES LATER — я WHICH REMINDS ме. Y A REMEDY ? ВОТ AND IF FATE HAS ДАВА 
THOUGHTS мем OONN LEFT | % Че 1 САН SUGGEST А ВНАРЯМА,НАУЕ THERE 


ВЕМЕОЧ. NOT BEEN CHILDLESS 


П WAS DREAMING OF AN HEIR 
TO THE THRONE, MAHARAL... 
А SON AS HANDSOME AND 
COMPETENT AS HiS FATHER... 

Б. 


YES . THOUGH CHENNA AND 
1 HAVE BARELY DISCUSSED |071, 
IT, 1 KNOW HER MINDON /-- 
THIS MATTER. 


IT'S BEEN SOME YEARS 

NOW, BHARAMA. | MUST 

CONFESS , 1 AM 
DISAPPOINTED. 


ARE MISTAKEN, 
HIGHNESS- THE 
QUEEN--- 


“OU HAVE TAKEN THE 
WORDS STRAIGHT OUT 
OF MY MOUTH, 
HIGHNESS. 
< 


r — - WH 
IS IT NOT SAID IN THE SACRED H 

| BOOKS THAT THE BIRTHOF Д 

|A CHILD ENSURES HIS 

| PARENTS A SAFE JOURNEY 


TO HEAVEN? 


7... 15 SILENTLY ў ар / ! KNOW IT. 1 SAW НЕР 
(| PINING FORA / ` 29% М / CARESSING AN ELEPHANT 
\ CHILD. fae, Рр” (|) СМ, WITH TEARS IN НЕР 
z \ d EYES. AND SHE HELD A 
; CRADLE MOST 
` ТЕМПЕРА. 


Ç YT 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


IT IS THE FLUID THAT THE 21 ү 


ELEPHANT SECRETES DURING | | | 
ITS MATING SEASON. 1 WILL 
INSTRUCT THE STABLE - BOY ТО 
HAVE IT READY BY THE TIME WE | | 
RETURN FROM THE WAR AGAINST 
BELUR. s | 


CHENNAMMA OF KELADI 


VANL /... ANG 
о GOOD NEWS? 


ALL RIGHT, 
|ВНАРАМА. 
WHAT 19 THIS 


GLORY TO мч LORD. 
CONGRATULATIONS. 
ON YOUR VICTORY. 


BUT AS THIS REMEDY 14 
ALITTLE UNUSUAL SPEAK 
OF IT TO NO ONE. 


THE FOLLOWING WEEK — 


ОН, | SEE. [но- --НО--- ВИТ CHENNA, | PROMISE ACQUIRE 
qES... THA?’S 4OU, | WILL ACQUIRE МОРЕ AND MORE | CITIES FO 
“Ou FEELING CITIES FOR YOU; BECOME A GREAT ME? THAT 


UNWELL? 


Ж in | то OUR KING 
р АИИ А SOMASHEKHARR:- A 


fi 


И сношо we МОТ First | 
CONSOLIDATE OUR 
POSITION IN KANNATUR 
AND BELUR ESTABLISH 
LAW AND ORDER AND 
BRING THE LIFE OF THEIR 
CITIZENS TO NORMAL 
A5 AGAIN ? 


apail; 


ШЕСІ! 
FOR WAR IN A 
НД FORTNIGHT- 


~ 


an 


— E 


“2 


ГП] 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


| REMEMBER WHAT «ОШ SAID — 
THAT A KING MUST BE LIKE A 
FATHER TO THE CMZENS НЕ 
HAS SUBJUGATED,!SO THAT ALL 
CAN BE SECURE AND HAPPY... 


CHENNAMMA OF KELAD! 


+++ A SON AND HEIR. 
tS COMPULSORY. 


++» GIVE МЕ МОРЕ... 
1 WILL DRINK... 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


CHENNAMMA OF KELADI 


WHAT A TRIVIAL CAUSE 
FOR WHICH YOU THREW 
AWAY YOUR LIFE! 


Гснирвем ? SONS ? HEIRS ? WE HAD 
| EACH OTHER. AND NEED OUR 
CHILDREN BE BORN OF OUR OWN 
| BODIES ? THE CITIZENS OF KELADI— | 
| THEY ARE OUR CHILDREN. ALL THE | 
CHILDREN WE KNOW—THEY | 
ARE OUR CHILDREN. 


KELADI BECAME А TROUBLED LAND. EVERY POWERFUL MINISTER SPONSORED A DIFFERENT PERGON | 
AS SUCCESSOR 70 SOMASHEKHARA. —ss 
HIGHNESS , THIMMANNA MAY BE THE 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, BUT AS THE 
COUNCILLORS, WE WANT SHIVAPPA NAYAK 
HERE TO BE CROWNED KING — ч 
эз... GENTLEMEN, 
> 1 WILL THINK THE 
ZÀ MATTER OVER AND 
nf LET 4OU KNOW. Í | Ë` 


if ж. 


í МО — | SUPPORT VEERABHADRA 
HE HAS A GREATER RIGHT 


WHY DIDN’T “Ou 
LET ME GO WITH 
HIM? 


THE QUEENS REPLY WAS MISTAKEN FOR INDECISION AND THE INTRIGUES CONSEQUENTLY реєремед] 
THE MINISTERS BEGAN ТО PLOT AGAINST CHENNAMMA HERSELF. — 


<< (WE ми OVERTHROW ) | A MERCHANT'S DAUGHTER WITH NOT А 
Ж 


K J (6 НЕР. DROP OF ROYAL BLOOD IN HER VEINS! | 
(2 Ж, 

Ü 42 

4 


SHE В 


P -EVEN AS REGENT, 
| 
4 ? МЕТАД. | 


T =e 
ЖҮ 
қ Ss 
= Жл 
с 227 76 
я 0 1 


УУ, 


А. 


НЕ IS GONE, CHILD. Вит 
HIS WORK REMAINS. 


| SWEAR ON HIS ASHES, | SHALL 
COMPLETE HIS WORK, І SHALL LOOK AFTER 
KELADI; | SHALL MAKE НЕР. THE 
EPITOME OF JUSTICE, 
NOBILITY AND 


ВИТ THE VERY NEXT DAY IN COURT, AMIDST NOISY ARGUMENTS AND ANGRY 
SHOUTINGS, THE BIGGEST BLOW FELL. 


NEWS HAS JUST ARRIVED 
THAT THE BIJAPUR ARNY 
UNDER JANNOPANT 13 ON 
ITS WAY TO ATTACK 
KELADI« d 


DO NOT THINK OF МЕ AS A QUEEN. 
THINK OF ME AS THE VOICE OF THE 
GREAT SHIVAPPA МАЧАК !* AND 
THE VOICE OF THE ONE WE HAVE 
JUST LOST. IT 19 THEIR 
SPIRIT WHICH ENJOINS 


і SHED МЧ JEWELS. 


| / YOu НАМЕ JUST HEARD THE NEWS. 
| КЕЛЕ S UNDER ATTACK. WHO 
5 TO RULE © NOT IMPORTANT. 


/ 1 cannot stay | 
д IN А KINGDOM THAT 


BANGLES, NOW TAKE 
А UP THE SWORD ТО 

N= FIGHT ALONG WITH | | 
4- чоц. 


20 


ММАМНМА, 
— WE REED 
YOU MORE THAN 


ee THE ARMY AND THE PEOPLE. | / BRAVE SOLDIERS AND CITIZENS OF KELADI! 
` š r етә) тні, Оше LAND, NURTURED AND HANDED 

DOWN то US BY OUR ELDERS IS IN 
DANGER. IT б OUR DUTY TO 
SAFEGUARD IT. 


— 


Ez 


WZ P=] 
-. = 
|, 7 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА CHENNAMMA OF KELADI 


MEANWHILE СНЕМНАММА HAD TAKEN REFUGE IN THE FORTRESS OF BHUVANAGIRI, DEEP IN THE FOREST. 


[77E ARMY OF KELADI MARCHED AGAINST THE FAR LARGER ARNY OF BNAPUR,THE SOLDIERS HELD 
THEIR HEADS HIGH AND THEIR HEARTS WERE ELATED. де 
| — 


4 
Руж та 
— 


AN EMPTY 
CITY ? WHERE IS 
EVERYONE? 


CLEVERLY 
EVACUATED 


ІТ PAINS ME W WE DID RIGHT, 
TO HAVE HIGHNESS - THE 
ABANDONED ENEMY WAS TOO 
BIDANUR, OUR POWERFUL TO 
BELOVED 
CAPITAL. - 1 FEEL 

_ Я ASHAMED EVEN 
ы то ASK FOR 
4OUR FORGIVENESS. 
THE FALL OF 
BIDANUR BROKE 


WHERE 19 THE THRONE ? WHERE IS «оше i | GONE WHERE 400 CAN 

2 ` 404 CAN NEVER FIND 

WOMAN- RULER ? WHERE ARE THE JEWELS, |, 2 THEM. WE ARE THE FEW WHO HAVE 

THE MONEY IN YOUR ROYAL TREASURY? REMAINED. DO WHAT чои 
WILL WITH US. 


АМАК СНПКА КАТНА 


| | HAVE SINNED IN NOT ЕП WHAT VALUE ARE 


REALISING THAT THE ONE YOUR WORDS, WHEN 40u 
TO WHOM | OWE ALLEGIANCE HAVE ALREADY TURNED YOUR | 
18 YOU; ONLY чби BACK ONCE ON THE QUEEN. 
HIGHNESS, PLEASE / 
ACCEPT ME BACK 
INTO YOUR SERVICE. 


KELADI CANNOT 
FORGET THE SERVICE| 
4OU HAVE SO OFTEN 
\ RENDERED- | MAKE 

YOU MY COMMANDER - 
IN-CHIEF ONCE 


— — = 
| THIMMANNA NAYAK ORGANISED THE CHIEFTAINS AND CITIZENS FROM THE SURROUNDING PARTS OF 
BHUVAKAGIFA AND TRAINED THEM INTO A COURAGEOUS BAND OF SOLDIERS. 


де $; 
4 A 
Ш г 


4 
| о, nae 
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М THE BIJAPUR ARMY HAS LOCATED OUR 
[| HIDEOUT. THEY ARE MARCHING TOWARDS 
И us. MY MEN, чои KNOW THIS 
TERRAIN LIKE THE BACK OF YOUR 
HAND. USE HIT AND RUN 
TACTICS. WE WILL FINISH 


PROCEEDING TO BIDANUR, 


CHENNAMMA OF KELADI 


RULE THE KINGDOM 
JUSTLY AND ABLY. 


AND 50 IT HAPPENED. 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


[CHENWAMMA TOOK FULL CONTROL OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE KINGDOM. 


OUR ARMY MUST BE EXPANDED, Ñ| 
ТНІММАММА. ALSO LET OUR 
BORDERS BE FURTHER 

STRENGTHENED. 


THEN, ONE DAY, CHENNAMMA CAME ТО тне INAUGURATION | NOW ONLY чби AND 
OF AN AGRAHARA. WITH HER WAS A YOUNG BOY. 1 АРЕ HERE 10 SEE 


ІТ COMPLETE. IT 
Fi. ЕТ SHALL BE CALLED 
| 


BASAVA, THESE ARE 
THE HOUSES THAT THE 
KING WAS ONCE SO 
BUSY CONSTRUCTING 
FOR WISE MEN AND 
TEACHERS. 


“GOMASHEKHARA”. 


е 
=s | 
7 та 1: 


щ 
aN 


>> 


> 
= 


— — 

IN MEMORY OF THE KING AND WITH THE 
PEOPLE’S HEARTFELT BLESSINGS, | HAVE 
ADOPTED 400, BASAVA. YOU ARE OUR 
CHILD — THE KING’S AND MINE. LIVE 
TO BRING HONOUR TO HIS NAME, 


N 


Sy, 
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CHENNAMMA ОҒ KELADI 
CHENNAMMA GAVE SPECIAL ATTENTION TO BASAVA NAYAKA’S UPBRINGING- 
=? 


SON, 40U ARE 
KELADV’S FUTURE . IN You! 
LIE OUR HOPES AND 
DREAMS . HOW CAN | NOT 


MOTHER, 400 ARE ALREADY SO 2 = 
BUSY AT COURT, GIVING IN > РД: ! 
CHARITY, DOING ЧОИ 
MEDITATION AND PRAYERS. 
WHY ADD THE JOB OF 
SUPERVISING MY LESSONS 
TO THIS LONG ПОТ OF 


THEN FELL ОМ СНЕММАММА?Б SHOULDERS, THE BURDEN OF NEW WARS. MANY ENVIED KELADI'S LONG 
SEA- COAST THAT ENABLED HER TO TRADE PROFITABLY WITH THE ARABS, THE PORTUGUESE, THE DUTCH 
AND THE ENGLISH FOR VALUABLE ARAB HORSES AND MILITARY AMMUNITION IN EXCHANGE FOR THE 
EXCELLENT PEPPER AND RICE THAT GREW ІМ KELADI. CHIKKADEVARAYA WODEYAR, THE KING OF MYSORE, 
WAS ONE OF THESE JEALOUS RULERS. НЕ LAUNCHED 

AN ATTACK ON KELADI. MANY WARS FOLLOWED. 


NEIGHBOURING KINGS JOINED MYSORE 70 OUST THE WOMAN IN 
A MAN’S WORLD. BUT СНЕММРРАМА, LIKE THE GODDESS OF WAR, ENLISTED VICTORY ON HER SIDE ІМ THE END- 


SHE TREATED HER PRISONERS WITH COURTESY AND WON THE ADMIRATION ОҒ HEP ENEMIES, KELADI 
AND MYSORE SIGNED A TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP... . 


шне илик ene | 
MAY GOD N WHO ARE 400? WHY HAVE чои 

BLESS You. | EMBRACED THE LIFE OF A 
MONK AT SUCH ~ 


THAT MAN — THERE’S | 


| HA A YOUNG AGE? 
k | SOMETHING ABOUT НМ. Уф 5 24 
q SN Ач: а Seay а 
| i ai — | 
“2! — 
Те JI 


АМАК СНПКА КАТНА 


Гоа NO MONK, 


MOTHER, THINK OF 


4OUNG ONE- IF ЧОЦ 
LOOK UPON ME ASA 
MOTHER ЧОЦ T00 
ARE CERTAINLY 
мч CHILD. 


Г NEED A 1 АМ A FUGITIVE,RUNNING N 
| MOTHER'S AWAY FROM А DANGEROUS 
| PROTECTION MORE PURSUER. 1 AM RAJARAM, 


| THAN 400 MAY SON OF СННАТРАРАТІ 


SHIVAJI. 


HAVING KILLED ма 
STEP - BROTHER SAMBHAJI, 
THE MUGHAL EMPEROR 
HAS GENT HIS 

| ARMY TO DESTROY „8 
ME AS WELL. Lf 


— 

I SHALL ВЕ TEMPORARILY SAFE IN 

THE FORT OF JINI- BUT EVERY 

SOUTHERN KING, FOR FEAR OF 
AURANGZEB , HAS 

D REFUSED МЕ 

PERMISSION TO PASS 
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CHENNAMMA OF KELADI 


AND YOU, MOTHER? WILL 
ЧОЦ FACE THE WRATH OF 
AURANGZEB FOR GRANTING 

RAJARAM PASSAGE 
THROUGH KELADI? 


40u MOCK ME IN 
PUTTING 400Р. 


AS A 
QUESTION. 


SAY INSTEAD, “Ou WILL 
FACE THE WRATH OF 
AURANGZEB FOR GRANTING 
RAJARAM PASSAGE 
THROUGH KELADI”, FOR 
| WILL «| MUST... 


+++ IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE TRADITION 
OF KELADI RULERS 
IT IS ма DUTY TO 
GIVE PROTECTION 
TO THOSE WHO 
ASK IT OF МЕ. 


HIGHNESS, | DO NOT AGREE 
WITH 4OUR DECISION. WE 
SHALL NEVER BE ABLE TO 


STAND UP TO THE 
MUGHAL MIGHT— 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


Гчой HEARD THE PRINCE, RAJARAM. 
| HE SPEAKS FOR KELADI. NOW GO; 
REFRESH YOURSELF. WHEN ЧОШ 
| FEEL RESTED ENOUGH, | SHALL 
ARRANGE FOR MEN TO ESCORT 
Ж чоц TO ме. 


АТ ОЖЕ, 


THIMMANNA, PREPARE |) 
HIGHNESS. 


FOR WAR. 


| 


| 


SOON, THE MUGHAL ARMY UNDER JAAN NISAR KHAN, GOT WIND OF RAJARAM’S PRESENCE IN 
KELADI AND IMMEDIATELY MARCHED TOWARDS ITS BORDERS. 


== 


— 


а ЧР - 


--- 


| EVEN AS THE ARMY APPROACHED, CHENNAMMA 
RECEIVED A LETTER. е -е--еч 


RAJARAM 15 NO 

LONGER IN МЧ KINGDOM. 

вит, AS YOU KNOW, 
HE DID PASS 
THROUGH KELADI- 


с) 


CHENNAMMA OF KELADI 


[BEFORE CHENNAMMP’S LETTER COULD REACH AURANGZEB, THE MUGHAL ARMY ATTACKED, GAINING 1 
| ENTRY INTO THE KINGDOM. - ) 


ШИ! 


ONCE THE MUGHALS WERE IN THE THICK MAZES OF THE MALENADU JUNGLES, THE KELADI SOLDIERS 
PUT INTO USE THEIR HIT-AND-RUN MANOELIVRES + THEY WON MANY SUCCESSES. ++ 
П x: 24 


"ВИТ ALSO LOST IN MANY ENCOUNTERS. 
^ 
Р, 


| Z 


THEN THE RAINS SET IN. 


Фе 9 4 4 


АМАК СНПКА КАТНА 


THE FORESTS, UNFAMILIAR TO JAAN NISAR KHAN AND HIS МЕН, TURNED INTO 50669 MARSHES. 


| л |, WHO 15 OUR ENEMY — OR THESE OR THIS 


KELADI, OR THIS ETERNAL LEECHES THAT | AGUE THAT 
SHEET OF RAINS? SUCK A MAN ATTACKS US 


THE EMPEROR’S 
LETTER ! HE ORDERS 
US TO CHANGE Our 
COURSE AND MAKE 

STRAIGHT FOR 


THEY ARE IN FOP ñ 


MAY GOD? 
LONG, DIFFICULT TIME. vee eae 


BE OVER RAJARAM. 


TRIED, THIMMANNA AND 
OUR CONSCIENCE 15 CLEAR, 


CHENNAMMA OF KELADI 


SOME TIME LATER, 
A LETTER ARRIVED. 


WITH DIFFICULTIES. WORSHIP GOD AND 


CHENNAMMA RULED FOR 25 YERRS; GEARS NOTED FOR EFFICIENT RULE, JUSTICE AND GENEROSITY. = 
PLACES OF LEARNING AND TEMPLE TOWNS FLOURISHED DURING HER REIGN. 
2 5 


ДЕ. 


BASAVA, | THINK M4 TIME HAS бе. 
COME. THOUGH NOT BORN OF 
OUR BODIES, THE KING AND } 
COULD NOT HAVE WISHED FOR 
А FINER SON THAN 40u. 
BEFORE 160... 


MOTHER, 
DON’T SPEAK 
LIKE THAT. WHAT 
WILL 1 HAVE LEFT 

WITHOUT 
40u? 


WHEN CHENNAMMA DIED, BASAVA NAYAKA САМЕ 70 THE 
THRONE AND EARNED 8 GOOD NAME» 


ЧОЦ WILL HAVE KELADI. WHAT МОРЕ 
PRECIOUS TREASURES CAN THERE ВЕ ? 
OU ARE ALREADY AN ABLE 
ADMINISTRATOR. BUT | HAVE SOME 
WORDS OF ADVICE. ALWAYS KEEP ЧОЦР 
WORD. BEWARE OF THOSE WHO SEEK 
REFUGE. NEVER LOSE COURAGE WHEN FACED 


STRIVE TO KNOW YOURSELF 


84 BASAVA 
МАЧАКА AFTER HIS MOTHER AND THE FINE KANNADA 

WORK “SHIVATATVARATNAKARA”, WRITTEN 89 BASAVA, 
REMAIN AS MEMORIALS OF THAT BYGONE AGE. 
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